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NOTICE. 


In accordance with a notice, issued before the close of the 
past year, and frequently since repeated, the fortnightly issue of 
“ the Voice of Jacob” is now resumed. The paper will hence- 
forward be published on ever alternate Friday only, until the 
exertions of its friends shall induce that extent of support, which 
will warrant the return to a weekly .issue. | 

Von-subscribers’ copies are now charged three-pence each, as 
originally proposed, and from causes previously proved to be 
unavoidable. 

Subscribers of 10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance, will 
continue to receive their copies, delivered postage free, if with- 
inaconvenient distance from London, on the ia of publica- 
tion. Efforts will be made, if the funds permit, to give still 
further advantages to subscribers, by the occasional issue of 
extraordinary numbers, free of charge to them. | 

Country subscribers, whose subscriptions have not yet been 
paid, are respectfully reminded of the terms of their subscrip- 
tion, and requested to make remittance, (per post office order, 
if not otherwise convenient,) to the office of the Voice of Jacob, 


“1, Catmomile St., London, before the 9th of November 
next, 


THE CONVERSION HUMBUG. 


In No. 7 of The Voice of Jacob appeared, under the title 
of “ Decoys to Apostacy,” the exposure of a solemn piece of 
humbug, enacted on the stage of Exeter Hall, in the parading, 
y the Conversion Societ , of an old hypocrite dressed in full 
ne as a great Rabbin, about to embrace Christianity for 

imself and his whole family, and to become an important in- 
‘trument in the evangelization of the world (apparently as 

ayn) at Jerusalem, with Bishop Alexander. The subsequent 
uvession of this worthy member of a cabal, for practising upon 
Poaherhiges of a “‘ generous public,” was declared to be false in 
thi ‘n points, as appeared by a claim, formally made upon 

's Paper, to insert a letter from Dr. M‘Caul, an organ of the 
ae Society, in opposition to the statements of their 
ieee instrument, That letter was, without any delay 
e- a published in our No. 9, on the expressed and recorded 
tion : ation, that equal courtesy should be extended to correc- 
ine Proceeding from our office, under analogous circum- 

*s. On the 15th of August last, the Proprietor of The 


Voi 
‘ce Ff Jacob,” after some preliminary correspondence, com- 


mMencing on the 3rd instant, finally delivered the following 


] 
Sty 2 into the hands of the same gentleman, who had been the 


lum of com 


municatio 
referred to,—-th n and arrangement in the case above 
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to obtain its insertion in the “‘ Jenish Intelligence,” and ad- 
mitting the validity of the pledge entered into by him on 
behalf of the Editors. 


“ Office of the (oice of Jacob.) 
27, Camomile St., 5th August, A.M. 5602. 


“ To the Editors of the ‘ Jewish I ntelligence,’ 


‘* GENTLEMEN,—Respectfully reminding you of the under- 
standing, on which a letter from Dr. M‘Caul was inserted in 
No. 9 of ‘ The Voice of Jacob,’ and appealing moreover to 
your sense of justice, 1 beg your msertion of this letter, in 
correction of some serious mis-statements published in the 
‘ Jewish Intelligence, vol. vi. page 147. These mis-state- 
ments appear to have been contained in a report of Mr. 
R. Bellson, your missionary at /’osen, 10th March, 1841; a 
short passage of that report, necessary to the proper under- 
standing of ‘the corrections, is as follows :— 

‘You have probably been informed, through Mr. Becker, 
that Dr. Delitzsch and Caspari had a regular meeting for dis- 
cussion, with twenty of the most learned Jews in Berlin, Dr. 
Zunz at the head of them. The point respecting which they 
argued was, the inspiration of the. Old Testament, respecting 
which Dr, D. drove them into such a corner that they at last 
denied the inspiration of the Old Testament altogether. All 
felt respect for Dr. Delitzsch’s learning.’ | | 

‘‘ To this, Dr. Zunz has written a circumstantial refutation, 
which I transmit herewith ; it declares that he has never been 
but twice in Dr. Delitzsch’s company, both times at his (Dr. Z.’s) 
own house: the first time in company with one friend, and for 
about three quarters of an hour; the second time he came 
alone, and stayed to supper, in friendly converse and literary 
chit-chat with Dr. Z. and his lady. The confirmation of this 
is contained in a letter from Dr. Delitzsch’s own hand, addressed 
to Dr. Zunz, on the 3lst July, 1841. In this, Dr. D. indig- 
nantly repudiates the misrepresentations of your reporters, and 
hopes that neither Dr. Z., nor any other hospitable Berlin 
friend, will suspect him capable of so requiting good with evil. 

‘“‘ Copies, from the German originals of both the learned 
Doctors, are sent herewith, and shall be formally verified if you 
require it: but I can scarcely expect you to ag a literal 
translation of them, especially that from Dr. Z., whose indig- 
nation, not surprising under the provocation, finds vent in some 
hard words against your system and its agents, not however 
needful to this refutation. You will perceive an allusion to ‘a 
circle of young men, students, &c.,’ to which Dr, D. was one 
evening introduced by a friend: it is the conversation of that 
meeting which Dr, Z. supposes ‘ was transformed into the 
monstrum of the Jewish Intelligence.’ 1 have fortunately 
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been able to obtain the personal testimony of one then present, 
as to the true character of that soirée ; but, believing it would 
not prove acceptable, I forbear so to occupy your columns. I 
have the honor to remain, Gentlemen, your’s respectfully.” 


The pledge to insert the preceding letter, was fully admitted 
by Dr. M‘Caul, in a note which we have seen, dated 16th 
August ; the following are his words :—** Mr. Ayerst is not in 
town, but, as soon as he comes, your enclosure shall be for- 
warded to him, and I doubt not that it will be inserted.’’—On 
the 23rd August, a note was received from the gentleman, al- 
ready referred to as mediator in the correspondence ; he writes, 
that he “is sorry to say that the letter will not be inserted in 
the September number, (he) is convinced that the other party 
could not doit. They will, however, not fail (as they promised 
me) to insert your letter, and, perhaps, Dr. Zunz’s as well, in 
the October number. No doubt a note of the Editor will be 
added to explain matters.”” By this distinct promise to insert 
‘* your letter,” we were induced to change our policy, with refe- 
rence to the matter generally, and to rest content with record- 
ing their “ promise,” with some expression of regret at the 
delay, (see the last page, 200, of our vol. i.). What will even 
the friends of the Conversion Society think of the following 
specimen of their good faith, extracted whole from their 
October number ? 

* Dr. Zunz, Dr. Delitzsch, and the “* Jewish Intelligence.” 

“‘'We have recently been requested by a literary gentleman to 
insert a statement concerning a communication received from 
Mr. Bellson so long ago as March last year, and which ap- 
peared in the ‘‘ Jewish Intelligence” for May, 1841. The 
following is the passage referred to:— 

This is omitted here, because already given above. | 

e following are the extracts from the original letters of 
Dr. Zunz and Dr. Delitzsch on the subject, which we give 
entire, as far as they have reached us, being anxious to lay the 
whole case before our readers; especially as the angry tone in 
which Dr. Zunz writes, shows, that notwithstanding the con- 
tempt with which he affects to disregard missionary exertions, 
he is far from being indifferent to the change which is now 
taking place among the most learned and distinguished mem- 
bers of his own nation. 

** Dr. Zunz writes :—‘ As to the lying article in the ‘ Jewish 
Intelligence,’ which I was aware of last year, | know nothing 
of the whole story. All that I know, is— 

“1st, That Dr. Delitzsch and myself have met only twice, and 
both times in my house. His first visit lasted about three- 
quarters of an hour, and on that occasion only one friend was 
present. At his second, no one but myself and my wife were 
present; it was on an evening, and we spent the time in joking, 
eating, gossiping, and conversing on literary matters (wo 


gescherzt, gegessen, geplaudert, literarisches verhandelt wurde). 


Those are the only times that [ have seen Dr. Delitzsch. | 
_ “Qndly, I have been informed that, the evening before his 
departure, a friend introduced him to a circle of young men, 
students, &c. Very likely it is what passed on that occasion, 
that has been transformed into this prodigy; the blockheads ! 
the liars! the impostors, And such is the rabble that presumes 
to seek our conversion! They shall not even have the mice 
and rats. (Vermuthlich ist aus den Unterhaltungen daselbst 
jenes Ungeheuer herausgekommen; die Dummkopfe! die 
Liigner ! die Betruger ! Und dies Gesindel will bekehren ! 
Nicht die Mause und Ratten sollen sie haben.) 

‘In confirmation of what I stated, I add Dr. Delitzsch’s own 
words, from his letter to me, dated July 31, 1841. ‘ The pas- 
sage in the ‘Jewish Intelligence,’ which is a truly English 
perversion (die recht Englisch verdrehte Notiz,) has distressed 
me in the highest degree, and I find my only consolation in the 
conviction that it has not originated with myself, and that I 
derive from it a lesson for my whole life. F itisetity trust, 
that neither yourself nor any one else of all those who received 
me in Berlin with such hospitality, will imagine me capable of 
thus requiting good with evil.’ 

“* We are willing, however, to attribute the learned Doctor's 
fervour in a great measure to his indignation at its being sup- 
posed that he had denied the inspiration of the Old Testament 


altogether ; and we earnestly hope that in his future work, u 
will speak more ceqeery on this important pons than he has 
hitherto been accustomed to do. Although Dr. Zunz does nin 
express himself in that flippant and unbecoming style which ’ 
too frequently met with among a certain class of moder, 
German writers on theology, he, nevertheless, indulges jn , 
boldness of speculation which too plainly shows the want of , 
firm belief in the authority of the Old Testament. S¢ hi 
remarks on the book of Daniel, &c. (“* Die gottesdienstliche, 
Vortrage der Juden,” page 34.) 

“ It appears, notwithstanding, that Mr. Bellson’s informatio, 
was very definite as to the general outline of the facts stateq.. 
Dr. Zunz speaks himself of a meeting with a circle of thos, 
whom he calls ‘ young men, students,’ &c. 

‘We beg also to observe, that the ‘ perversion,’ if perversion 
it be, is not in any sense English, but purely of Teutonic origin, 
Not a single Englishman, Irishman, or Scotchman had anything 
to do with the matter. The channels from first to last wer 
German.” 


The “literary gentleman” certainly “‘ requested insertion of ; 
statement,” and he requests it still, especially as the Editors of 
the Jewish Intelligence are ‘‘ anxious to lay the whole” befor 
their readers. Now only look at the different inferences draw, 
from Dr. Z.’s refutation of a “‘ lying article.” One gentleman 
sees in Dr, Z.’s ‘‘ hard words” an “indignation not surprising 
under the provocation ;”—others pretend to discover an “affected 
contempt,” and that Dr. Z. is “far from being indifferent to the 
change which is now taking place among the most learned and 
distinguished members of his own nation”!! Pray gentlemen, 
who are these distinguished members, and where are they? 
Your own conversions in Berlin, notwithstanding the illustri- 
ous sympathy and powerful influence there enlisted in your 
behalf last year, were admitted to be mi/, and the fiction of 
defeating ‘‘ twenty of the most learned Jews, &c.,” is even now 
abandoned by yourselves. 

Besides “ affected contempt,” we see they attribute “ the 
learned Doctor's fervor, in a great measure, to his indignation 
at its being supposed that he had denied the inspiration of the 
old Testament altogether.”—Very likely,—particularly as it is 
admitted, that Dr. Z. does not imitate “‘the class of German 
writers on theology,” (look to it, ye who would fraternize the 
Anglican and J.utheran churches,) whose ‘“‘ flippant and un- 
becoming style’? is animadverted upon. It is really a high 
compliment to our learned co-religionist, that, after a six week's 
diligent research for something wherewithal to gloss over the 
of their ‘ sion” —“‘ if perversion it be’’—(how 

onest and straightforward that ‘‘if,’”’) they can only taunt him 
with “ boldness of speculation” in some criticism on some 
passage of Daniel. We have not had leisure to hunt out the 
passage thus hinted at, as shewing the Doctor's want of 4 
‘decided tone”; but those who can thus gloze and palter, and 
thus clumsily attempt to distract attention from the real poitt 
at issue, do, in proving themselves fibbers, write themselves 
down “‘—” besides. Witness again—‘‘ Mr. Bellson’s information 
was very definite as to the outline of the facts”—this is very 
little less than an endorsement of the calumny against some 
‘twenty of the most learned Jews of Berlin.” Why, gentle- 
men! were you not offered “testimony of the true character of 
that soirée’’—Will you accept it now, in proof that dota 
men, students, &c.,” are no more ‘ twenty of the most learn 
Jews,” than are the ignorant Jewish market people whom you! 
emissaries rejoice to encounter? (Vide your own columns. 

_ Our own English pride is flattered to learn that the “‘ perve™ 
sion if, &c., was purely Teutonic”—perhaps the authority was 
“ Polish Refusee,” “an enquirer from abroad,” in your o¥® 
politer phrase. | 

There is an intimation, in our last number, that a properly 
worded advertisement of this paper, had been accepted at the 
office of the Conversion Society, for insertion on the advertise 
ment page of their “Intelligence,” but having received # 
intimation that, it does not suit the 8 of the society lo 
introduce the ‘* Voice of Jacob” to the observation of thew gub- 


scribers and readers; we were prepared for the following 
note on the subject. : 
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4 Jews, ut by Christians also * * * * *,” 


106, Strand, 12th Oct. 1842. : 
“Qn application this morning at the office of the ‘Jewish 
Intelligence,’ to know what I had to pay for the advertisement 
of the apy” drp, I was told by the person in attendance, that he 
did not think it would be in the ensuing number; upon remind- 
ing him that he had said decidedly that it was in time, and 
would be inserted, he told me that the committee had decided, 
since then, zo¢ to insert 1t.” 

We ask again, will our subscribers support us in forcing the 
evidence of such shuffling under the observation of their 
subscribers ? We invite further communications on the 
subject. 

Since the above was written, we have received an earnest 
letter signed Ben Israel, on the same subject; its tone is 
highly indignant, at what he calls the outrageous manner in 
which the Conversionists have evaded the question.—He says, 
truly enough, that “the question 1s not whether Dr. Delitzsch 
has or has not been in company with some young students, but 
whether the statement, on the authority of Bellson, is true or 
false”: he asks, whether it can be rationally asserted that ‘‘ not 
a single Englishman, Irishman, or Scotchman, had anything to 
do with the matter, when it originated with one of themselves ; 
and it is the duty of the conductors of their ‘ /ntelligence’ to 
satisfy themselves of the truth of statements, made by the agents 
of their society, and not to seize on fables and falsehoods, re- 
ceived from interested parties, in order to fill up the Journal, and 
make its readers believe in the activity of the Society’s agents 
among the Jews abroad, so as to justify their incessant impor- 
tunities fur purse and patronage.’ en Israel demands, how 
it is that here, at the head station, ‘‘ the six resident + rey who 
are in the receipt of £2,000 or £3,000 per ann., besides occa- 
sional grants, &e., do not go into the synagogues, into the 

rivate houses, &c., as their brethren say they do abroad? 
es happens it that this very ‘‘ Teutonic” Bellson, who was 
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so ready to furnish a falsehood, did not, before his late depar-— 
ture from this country, use his privilege, being now an ordained 
Minister of the Church of England, to seek such public dis- 
cussions with the Jews here? Are the Jews in Britain less 
worthy of his attention than their continental brethren—less 
learned, less enlightened, less pious, less imbued with the 
desire for peace on earth and goodwill towards their fellow | 
men? Ifsuccess were to be expected for such labours, would | 
it not be here, in the land of liberty, where the apostate need | 
not fear any active persecution, and where every one is secured | 
from personal annoyance by the protection of an equitable law ? 
Or, is it the existence of that very law, enabling the Jew both 
in public and private, freely to canvass the motives of these 
agents, and to expose the Jong course of deceptions practised 
upon well meaning but misguided subscribers? * * * * 
Thus much may be relied upon, that so long as they have 
recourse to unworthy means, and take unfair. advantages, so 
long as they shelter themselves under the (New) wing of the 
Operative institution,’ so long as they do not * * 
80 long will their motives be doubted or denounced, not only by 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION 
GENESIS XXIII. | 


We commence our dissertation this week with regret. The 
chain which we had hoped to keep up, through every succes- 
sive portion of the Law, has been Achy and that too at 
a time when we most felt the necessity of preserving it entire. 

ur weekly publication having ceased, we are obliged, in 
accordance with our plan, to pass by the portion x7) unno- 
tced—a portion which presents so fruitful a field for remarks ; 
ry we do so with the more regret, because, we are unable to 

© Justice to another beautiful trait in the character of Abraham, 
Li, praying for the wicked of Sodom), or to the pny’ n3 
gation of Isaac), with the promise made by God to the 
faithful patriarch immediately after. ‘‘ And he said: by 
myself have I sworn, says the Eternal, that since thou hast 
ee this thing and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son; 
ry I will surely bless thee, that I will multiply thy seed as 

e stars of heaven, and as the sand on the sea shore, that thy 
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seed shall inherit the gates of their enemies: and that in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because thou 
hast listened to my voice.”"—With these introductory remarks, 
we proceed to the section of the Law before us. ; 

From the conduct of Abraham on the death of Sarah, we 
may learn two useful lessons; resignation to the will of God, 
and disinterestedness in our commerce with men. There are 
many who, on being deprived of any possession they have 
valued, give themselves up to despair, become discontented 
with all around them, and sometimes even venture so far, as 
to accuse the wisdom of Providence itself. Such conduct, how- 
ever, while it can serve no good end, is wicked in the extreme, 
and gives proof of a mind inadequately trained in religious 
principles. God, when He afflicts us, has ever some end in 
view for the benefit of His creatures, it is therefore our duty 
to be contented, to rely on His divine protection and bounty. 
To grieve immoderately for what is inevitable, is to express a 
doubt of that protection and bounty; and that this is con- 
trary to all true piety, none can attempt to deny. Resignation 
to the will of God, is a proof of faith that every man is some- 
times called on to give, and it is therefore essential, that every 
one should determine, before hand, on the line of conduct 
proper to be observed. ‘True, the death of a near and dear 
relation is a sore trial; the severing of bonds that have en- 
twined themselves round the dearest affections of the heart; 
the parting for an indefinite time; the mystery that is attached 
to death; all these are eminently calculated to excite the most 
lively emotions of grief, and human nature must sometimes 
yield the tribute of its feelings at the shrine of its weakness. 
It is not grief that is blameable, but the excess of it, for besides 
being a species of rebellion against heaven, it unnerves and 
unfits us for those avocations, which our position here entails on 
us as duties. Abraham, although, as we know, devotedly at- 
tached to Sarah, does not allow his sorrow for her death to 
exceed proper bounds. The Lord has so willed it, and that 
is sufficient for him. After due mourning, he proceeds to pro- 
cure a place of interment for her; and even here we find his — 
character apparent. The “ children of Cheth,” among whom he 
was then sojourning, — themselves honored by the presence 
of so distinguished an individual, and anxious to have some 
claim on him as a citizen of their state, offer to present him 
with a piece of ground, free of charge. But no! at its value, 
at its full value, does he purchase it; thereby proving.at once, 
both his love of justice and his disinterestedness. 

The conduct of his steward Eleazer, although perhaps at 
first sight not affording scope for remark, is still not without its 
moral. We find that when his master had imposed a certain 
task upon him, he steadily proceeded in the performance of it, 
without the slightest deviation from that course which was 
most likely to lead him to the desired end, This is the right 
way of discharging a trust, not only one that has been con- 
fided to us by a human master, but also those which have 
been yielded te us by our Divine Master. As Jews, this is 
peculiarly addressed to us. We, of all mankind, have been 
most relied on; we have been called on by the Almighty to 
discharge certain duties, and it is incumbent on us to use our 
most strenuous exertions to accomplish the mission that has 
been entrusted to us. We are to allow nothing to interfere 
between us and the ge. of our duty; no worldly con- 
sideration, no temporary advantage; the goal is distinctly 
marked out for us; we have to use our utmost endeavors 
to reach it. How much of the misery that is now around us might 
have been spared, or, at least alleviated, had those, whose 
duty it is, acted promptly, and at the proper moment! But no! 
satisfied, as some are, with mere talking, they grasp at the 
shadow and miss the substance. Where action 1s necessary, 
words are considered sufficient; where a remedy should be 
applied, they are content with finding fault. Anc what is the 
consequence ? evil spreads which might have been checked ; 
and when the time for action becomes so urgent that they are 
at last driven to do something, they find their compulsory efforts 
too late, and then content themselves, and calm their consci- 
ences, by the pleasing delusion that they meant well. But no! 
To mean well is to do well. Love for virtue must be shown by 
the practice of good deeds, not Ly expatiating on their merits ; 
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for theory is useful only when borne out by practice. Let 
ever man, therefore, who would discharge his duty, not hesitate ; 
let him not turn to the right or left, from the task prescribed, 
so that he may, with Eleazer, be able thus to answer those who 
would dissuade him; ‘‘ Delay me not, for the Eternal 


prospereth my way; send me forth, that I may go unto my 
master.”’ 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


Tasteful Presentation.—W e promised, in a preceding num- 
ber, to describe a very neat end elegant cup presented by the 
Jews of Frankfort, to Sir Moses Montefiore. It stands about 
a foot high, and is of frosted silver, many portions being gilt. 
A nearly cylindrical vase, with gothic ornaments, is supported 
on the bead of a mailed knight, whose only weapon is the 
torch of truth; his shield bears, by way of motto, the German 
words, Licht, Liebe, (Light and Love); he is trampling on a 
dragon which forms the base ; round it is an appropriate verse 
in Hebrew,—Psalm xci. 13. On the cover of the cup is the 
figure of an angel breaking fetters ; on its side is recorded the 
circumstances of the presentation. We find, from the columns 
of our French contemporary, that a similar cup has been pre- 
sented by the same community to another member of the 
Eastern Mission, the honorable 4. Cremieuz, the eminent 
Advocate, at present member of the chamber of Deputies for 
Chinon. 

Smyrna.—We understand that David Pincherle, [sq., (at 
present in London,) has received a small additional amount 
from Hamburgh, towards the restoration of the synagogue at 
Smyrna. 

_ Association for the promotion of Jewish Literature, (from 
a correspondent.)—‘ It would be supererogatory to dilate on 
the benefits to be derived for the promotion of Jewish Litera- 
ture, by a general circulation of the valuable works, which 
daily issue from various presses, without limitation of language, 
but which, owing to several circumstances, it is but in the 
pores of a few to obtain. An association has therefore 
een formed, in order.to purchase for circulation among them- 
selves, and as a nucleus for a future library, all standard 
works and periodicals on the above subject, which it shall be 
considered advisable to obtain. One Guinea per annum has 
been fixed as the minimum amount of subscription. The 
Rev. D. A. De Sola, Mr. Lindenthal, and Dr. Benisch, have 
been elected to form a provisional Committee; and as an 
increase of members would of course widen the circle of 
usefulness to which this association may attain, any gentleman 
who may feel inclined to join it, or to promote its objects, will 
receive whatever further information he may require from any 
member of the committee.” 

{ Want of space precludes our at present offering any observa- 
tions on the rise of this association, from which important things 
We shall revert to the subject in-an early 
number; meanwhile, we are informed that the association will 
commence operations in a fortnight; that country members 
will be admitted ; and that gentlemen disposed to co-operate, 


_ may have their names entered by Mr. Lindenthal, Hon. Sec., 


New Synagogue, Great St. Helen’s.—Ep. | 


~ FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Les Archives Israelites.—We are restricted to but a cursory 
notice of the September number of this interesting repertory, 
which has just come under our observation. It contains an 
article in correction of several grave errors attributed to the 
‘* Voice of Jacob,” in an historical account of the first establish- 
ment of Spanish and Portuguese Jews at Amsterdam. This 
account, copied into the preceding number of the Archives, is 
attributed to our columns by error: we believe it really ap- 
peared in the “‘ Jewish Chronicle,” a weekly journal which was 
started after this, and has since ceased to exist. The article 
in that number of the Archives, the substance of which was really 
copied from our journal, is that entitled ‘“‘ De la Propagande 
Religieuse :—” the substitution of one for the other must have 
been an inadvertence. 


Jerusalem, (28th August.)—We.are favored with the sight 


“of letters, under the above date, which mention, among other 
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interesting facts, the purchase, by a private gentleman resident 
here, of a piece of ground for about £1,000. It is intended to 
build houses on it, and to erect also a mill for the grinding of floy; 
for Passover; the income therefrom is to be devoted, fo; 
ever, to the maintenance of learned men who constantly study 
the Law, &c.; these now amount to 130, 

Jerusalem is tranquil, and the Chief Rabbi does all in his 
power to preserve peace. J?abbi Jacob Antewey, has arrived 
from Damascus, to establish himself together with the whole 
of his family, in this city; he expresses himself very gratefully 
towards the Montefiore Mission, as the means of preseryiy 
his life.* The writer expresses no apprehension soever of 
the movements of the Conversionists, because *‘ the Jewish 
people are firm in their faith, and there is, thank God, no fear 
of anything, for ‘the Guardian of Israel sleepeth not, neither 
doth He slumber, regarding His children with kindness and 
mercy.’” The only communication kept up between the Jews 
and the Proselytizers is, the recourse had by the former to 
the medical men of the latter. 

We gather also from the letters, that a gentleman has built 
a handsome house in Jerusalem, in the hope of entertaining 
Sir Moses Montefiore init; the worthy knight not having yey 
revisited Jerusalem, the mansion has been hired by the Bishop 
for three years, at a rental of 10,000 piastres. The printing 
press, English type, &c., referred to in our No, 29, and which, 
in honor of its donor, has been called AWH NNW (the present 
of Moses), has been highly appreciated in the Holy City; the 
more so because it has been the means of putting a stop to 
the taunts of certain gentlemen, recently arrived, who ridiculed 
the bad printing apparatus possessed by the Jews, in the antici- 
pation of being called on for assistance. ‘The number of 
Jews is increasing, and there have been also several immigra- 
tions from Zephat. Great poverty, however, still exists among 
them, and the charitable assistance of their foreign brethren is 
therefore still needful. | 

Berlin, 13th September.—It appears from the ‘‘ Orient,” 
that Dr. Frankel, of Dresden, has not definitively declined 
accepting the office of Chief Rabbi of this city, but has annexed 
to his acceptance of it, the two ; first, that his 
appointment be not for ten years only, but for life; and secondly, 
that the Dresden congregation to which he had lately pledged 
himself to remain, absolve him from that promise. ‘“ There was 
yesterday a meeting of the elders, at which the first point was 
discussed, and unanimously agreed to. Dr Veit, one of our 
elders, is still at Dresden, and will, as soon as acquainted with 
the result of yesterday’s meeting, take measures with the 
Dresden congregation, for the removal of the second difficulty. 
The annual salary of the Chief Rabbi will, probably, be fixed at 
2,000 dollars. The proposal for building anew hospital, mooted 
two years since, but dropped owing to some difficulties, has 
now again been resumed. The funds are already raised and 
the place fixed upon.” 

The Hamburgh Jewish Free School has made a stride, 


which we regard as a great improvement- Its pupils now 
receive instruction in the art of turning. 


Jewish Hospital at Jerusalem.—W e extract, from the leading 
article of the 29th No. of the Zeitung des Judenthums, the 
following lines. ‘The proposition we are about to start, 1s 
made in consequence of our having received several com- 
munications from the Turkish dominions, and of our having 
learned, that a congregation in European Turkey has already 
declared its willingness, forthwith to contribute one hundred 
oe towards the foundation of a Jewish Hospital at Jeru- 
salem. 

‘“‘ It appears, from circumstantial reports, that the many 
Jews who annually wander from all parts of the globe, and 
especially from eastern Europe, into the Holy Land, either to 
stay there for some time, or there to end their lives, are, in case 
of sickness, placed in the most helpless position. In most 
places in the East, European medical science is quite 
unknown, and, where it is known, the necessary remedies are 
wanting. Shall these sick, like the natives, confide themselves, 


* He was one of those subjected to torture. 
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‘a the most critical junctures, to old women, Arabs, Turks, 
Gypsies, and the like? By no means; for mistrust alone is 
sufficient to kill the patient; indeed, experience has proved, 
that death frequently results, even in cases in which, by 
seasonable medical assistance, it might have been prevented. 

“ Further, the want of proper medical treatment is not less 
severely felt in Palestiye, than is a proper system of nursing 
the sick, which is entirely unknown in a country, where 
‘nsolence and indolence, superstition and arrogance, mysticism 
semi-barbarism and eccentricity, go hand in hand. Most of 
the Jews who have immigrated, are without family, having left 
their children at home; they therefore require a receptacle in 
case of need. Moreover, such a hospital, supplied with some 
scientific individuals of our persuasion, might become instru- 
mental to the propagation of Jewish European cultivation in 
the East. This hospital might, and ‘doubtless would, become 
the centre, from which all our endeavors, for the welfare of 
our Eastern brethren, might proceed. We have in Europe 
many young Jewish medical men, capable of making the greatest 
exertions and sacrifices for science and for their religion; how 
eminently calculated would these be for the proposed end ? 

“This Jewish Hospital at Jerusalem would admit our sick 
co-religionists, whatever their country; the destitute, gratis ; 
those who might have some means, for a proportionate com- 
pensation. We feel more disposed to support this proposi- 
tion, when we see such great activity displayed in Europe for 
the establishment of an hospital in Palestine, for members -of 
a persuasion not yet existing there. ‘his persuasion must 
first create a congregation, we have one already; this persua- 
sion, Which can only at some future period require an hospi- 
tal, is already actively engaged in endeavoring to establish 
one, while we, who have long required it, we have not yet 
thought of founding one. And wherein, after all, lies the diffi- 
culty? What! is the whole of the Jewish community not able 
to procure means for the foundation of an institution, which so 
many an inconsiderable congregation possesses, and that too 
not unfrequently established and supported by some few 
beneficent individuals? Would a well arranged hospital, con- 
wining: about fifty beds, prove a heavy burden to a whole 
nation 

“Israel incessantly prays for the welfare of Jerusalem; let it 
now do something to attain the end of its prayers. We espe- 
cially address ourselves to those Israelites who would by no 
means permit the slightest curtailment of a single prayer; let 
them now show how far they are in earnest. 

“In order to raise the requisite means, we make the following 
propositions :— | 

“I. Let every benevolent individual, who knows how to value 
this holy cause, deposit, with the Elders of his congregation, a 
donation, however small. 
amounts, and send us the list of them for 
periodical, 

“2. So soon as the list.of donations show a sufficient sum, we 
purpose entering into communication with one of the greatest 

uropean bankers, and then calling on the public to send their 
donations to this banker, in whose hands they shall be, fora 
ume, deposited. 

3. This done, let three of the largest congregations that may 
Pet an interest in the affair, take upon themselves the 
two-thied of the establishment. Let these elect a committee— 
seesisuls 8 of which shall consist of medical men of the Jewish 
en Phy execute the scheme, and to procure the protec- 

n of his Highness the Sultan. 
cal _ names of all donors, written on tables, arranged ac- 
etealh 0 their respective countries and cities, will be per- 

(auly preserved in the rooms of the hospital. 

Ns hould there be a surplus, it shall remain in Europe, 

y invested, 
of Rok he this simple lan before the elders and congregations 
body their most energetic support. Let no- 
of one ‘aa erred by the smallness of his donation: the placing 

[Should « on another, forms the whole building.” 

this « any English Israelite feel himself induced to respond 
willing! Ppeal, or to make any communication on the subject, we 

'N8ty offer our columns as a medium of communication in 


publication in our 


Let the Elders receive these} 
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behalf of a scheme, which we regard as a truly national one, as 
one, rendered almost imperative by the circumstances at present 
existing at Jerusalem. Those who know the exertions made by,the 
missionaries of the Conversion Society at Jerusalem, and the 
means they employ to apostatize our brethren, will at once 
recognize the importance of this institution. 

Since writing the above, we are authorized to state, that Sir 
Moses and Lady Montefiore have commenced the subscription, 
by a donation of £10 each. The scheme appears to be a logit 
mate means of appropriating any yet unallotted balances of the 
Eastern Mission fund.—The Proprietor of this Journal is willing 
so to apply the small cheques on that fund, already at his dis- 
posal,—if no more eligible means of serving the Eastern Jews be 
proposed. | 

Lhe Holy Land.—It is with peculiar satisfaction that we 
announce the accession, to ourlist of subscribers, of a gentleman 
resident in Palestine—and anticipate, therefore, the means of 
direct intelligence with our brethren, at this central point of 
Jewish interests. 


AUTHORITY OF TRADITION. 


| Desirous tv promote peace, and not to feed a flame which con- 
sumes, not warms, we would have passed by in silence (con- 
sistently with our previous declaration,) the pamphlet spoken 
of in the following lines, had not the conciliatory spirit which 

_ they breathe induced us to change our determmation. Seve- 
ral passages of this pamphlet evidence, once more, how little 
able, as yet, are the Scripturalists (which, by the way, is only 
a translation of the Hebrew map, Caraite,) to discuss the 
points in question dispassionately, and to separate carefully, 
opinions from persons. We may, perhaps, at a future period, 
when their effervescence shall have evaporated, and they will 
be able to reason calmly, return to this subject. We will 
then uncover the errors (we say errors, not charging them 
with unfairness’’ or ‘‘ contrivances,”) which the reviewers 
have committed; we will show, the forced constructions 
upon the words of *‘ One of themselves,” which those words 
were never intended to convey; we will show, that a sense 
has been attached to some expressions, found in the reviewed 
pamphlet, which, according to general acceptation among. 
Jewish theologians, those expressions do not bear; and, 
moreover, we will point out the particulars in which the Re- 
viewers are in the right, should our enquiries lead us to sucha 
result. This task, as our Reviewers must know, would not 
be a difficult one, since their assertions are scarcely more 
than an echo of certain statements repeatedly made in Ger- 
many, and as often answered. (Vide, for instance, the review 
by Schwarzauer, on a recent publication of Geiger, in one of 
the late numbers of the Orient.) Meanwhile, we give to the 
‘* Scripturalists” the same reply which the young lady made to 
a certain declaration of love, in writing: ‘* Turn the leaf, 
same edition, and you will find the answer.”—Ep. ] 


To the Editor of the ** Voice of Jacob.” 


Mr. Editor,—I have waited, in expectation of some allusion, 
however brief, in your columns, to a recent brochure in defence 
of the Secession Congregation: I now conclude, that it has 
not been sent in for your review; and that, in the absence of 
the customary appeal to your Editorial criticism, you desire 
not to fill your pages with a dry and endless controversy, not 
suited to the bulk of your readers, This inference appears, 
indeed, to be warranted by the concluding remarks of your 
series of papers on the question of the Oral Law, &c., No 23, 
page 179, of your last volume ; and I regret much, that the person- 
alities contained in this new production of the Seceders, should 
not have exempted it from the operation of the rule then laid 
down. In claiming a special privilege for the use of your 
columns, my principal object is to point out the evidence, which 
the new pamphlet affords, of retrocession from that extremity of 
secession which the ‘‘ new lights” (as they are facetiously termed, ) 
either did really assume of themselves, or, by their sayings and 
doings excused as an assumption by others. 

In the first place, however, I must object to the title of ‘* 4 
Scripturalist,” which the authors of this pamphlet or ‘‘ review” 
adopt as a nom de guerre,—for there 7s something in a name— 
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and those who so strongly repudiate the character of anti-tra- 
ditionalists for themselves, should not arrogate distinctively to 
their own party the generic name of ‘‘ Scripturalists.” (As is 
done in page 5.) With this premonitory protest, I enter upon 
my task with the first page of the ‘‘ Review;” for, in the few 
words of ‘‘ Introduction,” I find nothing for remark, except 
that both your series of papers in ‘‘ the Voice of Jacob,” and 
the ‘‘ recent publication” to which they were a reply, are passed 
over with scarcely a reference, vour own arguments being 
necessarily subjected to the same slight as the “ projectile” 
which elicited them. This is a virtual abandonment of the 
merely harrassing skirmish of the *‘ Review’s’’ predecessor, and 
I rejoice at this change of tactics, because of its probable bear- 


ing ona future peace; indeed, though the “ joint stock”’ charac- 


ter of this ‘* Review” is pretty manifest, (the gentleman whose 
name is so industriously is not ¢he author, ) assurance” 
is no longer a rampant feature. We may not quarrel with the 
failure of the Reviewers to redeem their opening pledge, and 
to consider proofs both “ positive and negative ;” the writers are 
either con-amore partisans, or enlisted on that side for the time 
being ; any direct admission of their own weakness is, therefore, 
not to be expected. 

I copy at length the first and principal declaration of the 
Review. 

‘‘No public act done by the congregation of the British 
Jews amounts to a rejection of the Oral Law. A modification 
of the ritual, as long as those sections considered obligatory by 
the Talmud are respected—all of which have been retained in 
the prayer book of the British Jews—does mot amount toa 
rejection of the Oral Law, but may be brought in perfect har- 
mony with the mind of the Talmud and of the later casuists.”’ 

Again page 2 we read— 

‘The abrogation of the second holiday cannot proceed from 
a denial of the Divine tradition, it being nowhere pretended, 
that God commanded Moses to celebrate two successive holi- 
days; but it results, or may result, from the supposition that 
the apparent inconsistency of celebrating two days, though but 
one is commanded, may be removed on Talmudical grounds, 
in our days, when we are quite at home in the selection of 
the calendar, and see no occasion to fear that we shall forget 
the system by which it is worked (see Talmud, py iv. 2). 
This supposition may perhaps be untenable; but that would 
be the head and front of the error—those who entertain it, 
cannot, for doing so, deserve excommunication from the body 
of Israel on the charge of having rejected the divinity of the 
~ Oral Law. It cannot be said that the corpus delicti is found 
in the introductory address of their minister, where ‘ the belief 
in the divinity of those traditions, written in the Mishna, and 
the Jerusalem and Babylonian Talmuds, is declared to be of 
less obligation than the faith in the divinity of the Law of 
Moses.’ If that document must* be taken for the declaration 
of the principles professed by the British Jews, then, before we 
condemn the congregation to whom it was delivered, let us 
examine the above quoted passage, (which is the only one bear- 
ing on the subject in the whole discourse,) and see whether the 
sentiments it contains may not be heartily concurred in by even 
the most orthodox Jew.” 

Now, the passage quoted was, unfortunately, not the only one 
bearing on the subject :—it has indeed been necessary some- 
what to alter the mere phraseology of the original text, in order 
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to omit the immediately following passage—‘*‘ We know that. 


these books are human compositions ; and though we are con- 
tent to accept, with reverence, from our post-biblical ancestors 
advice and instruction, we cannot wnconditionally accept their 
laws. For Israelites there is but one immutable law—the 
sacred volume of the Scriptures, commanded by God to be 
written down for the unerring guidance of His people until the 
end of time.’’-—I cannot but regard this omission as highly 
significant, because, when so omitted, it will be possible to 


admit that man, traditions from the inspired Moses himself,” 


were and are needful to the understanding of the ‘‘ ore wnmu- 
table law ;’—that the “ advice and instruction” of ‘‘ our post- 


* These italics are those of the “‘ Review,”’ and I hope there is no must, 
if the Seceders signify that they would rather not. 


biblical ancestors” may carry somewhat of authority also, 
especially when confirmed by ages of ‘‘ reverence” and obe. 
dience—an authority not to be set aside by “a handful of 
uninstructed laymen,’’ assuming to legislate in affairs which 
may be above their comprehension, and mus¢ involve their own 
personal convenience. It will likewise be possible to admit, 
that the “‘ unerring guidance’’ of the Scriptures, (inasmuch ag 
learned, honest, and pious enquirers have not always under. 
stood precisely alike, the ‘‘ obscurity of a written text’’ 2,509 
years old,) could not ‘ per se” have sufficed to preserve the 
unity of Israel. 

As to this unfortunate sentence of the “ discourse,” if iti. 
gious people will not permit to it a construction which will in. 
clude the above “ somdiitions.” then, it having thus been thrown 
overboard by the latest, most learned, and best digested of the 
secession publications, let it even in the words of the Prophet, 
‘* fall into the depths of the sea, into a place where it may no 
longer be remamabeted, nor revisited, nor have influence in the 
heart for evermore, &c.” 

That the false position, supposed to have been originally 
assumed by the Seceders, is now virtually abandoned, I rejoice 
to find so clearly proved by the review before me; and here is 
the evidence. On page 3 we read, 

** According to the principles of our faith, the whole book of 
the Law is clothed with the same character of supreme sanctity ; 
thus it is explained by Maimonides: ‘It is a principle of faith, 
obligatory on the Israelite, to believe that the whole of this 
Law given us through the hand of Moses, our teacher, came in 


its integrity from the fountain of might, whence Moses derived 


it by means of what we, by accommodation, call speech, though 
we know not the manner thereof; that Moses acted as scribe 
and wrote down that which was dictated to him; there- 
fore there is not any difference between the sanctity of the 
words—’"’ * * * * 

This is an unreserved acceptance of a dictum of Rabbi Maimo- 
nides, as one of *‘ the principles of our faith.” A mere Aaraite 
would have said that the text of Scripture might bear Maimo- 
nides’ construction, for, if it be a principle of our faith to 
regard the whole revelation in its integrity to have been im- 
parted to Moses by inspiration, so that the term “ speech,” as 
applied to the manner of inspiration, is a mere ‘* accommoda- 
tion’’ to our ordinary conceptions; but that Moses, as the 
‘* scribe,”’ is responsible for the precise language employed ;— 
then the necessity is conceded for Moses’s explaining to his sub- 
ordinates the precise signification of not only the ordinances, 
but even the language, of Scripture ;—definitions more suitable 
to be given orally, than crowded into the text in words, them- 
selves in their turn, requiring a stipulated rendering: nor will 
it longer be declared incompatible with a law, intended to regu- 
late practice, that such details as, for instance, that quoted in 
the ‘‘ Review’’—the manner of the tabernacle—and a host of 
others communicated to Moses by inspiration, should have 
been, thereafter, best taught by means of exemplification or some 
other 4 eg of illustration, over and above the bare Scripture 
text. Nor will such necessary traditions be found much less 
obligatory, than the mere letter of a text, incomprehensible 
without them. _ 

The Reviewers demand very sagely ‘‘ whether the same cha- 
racter of sanctity could have been attributed by our Rabbins- 
and schoolmen to those traditions which were once contained 
in the Talmud ?” And thereupon, they waste much good argu- 
ment on a vague supposition that the pamphlet which they are 
reviewing has declared, as a principle! ‘that a belief in the 
divinity of those traditions is of egual obligation to the Israelite 
with the faith in the divinity of the Law of Moses.” Now this 
‘* principle” is marked with inverted commas in the Review, 
so as to produce an impression that it is a declaration of the s0- 
called ** Traditionalist” writer. I will not, however, apply t 
these gentlemen the charges of unfairness, of quoting for a pur- 
pose, and of suppression, so offensively and unnecessarily made 
in their “‘ Review,” but I will conclude that they quoted from 
memory, and will be glad to find it was a mistake, even. though 
the pointing out of this and similar errors, will destroy the 
credit of certain valiant conquests over the dummies, which 


they treat as arguments under their review. Not the least 


| 
x 
} 
4 
3 
. 
| 


disrespectfully received and 
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of these is a representation, that the writer whom they combat 
orted that the whole Talmud was Divine; instead of,—that 
cw must be a Divine tradition, to be found iz the Talmud. 
Next occurs the following passage— 
«Tt is possible that some individual member of the congre- 
tion of British Jews may make light of the scheme of a tra- 
ition; but how can this implicate the congregation ? Is it not 
a sad fact, known to any one who has mingled much with our 
wealthier classes here and in other countries, that there is 
many a member holding a seat and honors in some of the 


most stabilitarian synagogues, to whom, nevertheless, the 


whole scheme of revelation and of tradition appears very pro- 
»matical 
 Unheppily, the ‘‘ sad fact” cannot be denied ; but there is this 
important difference ; that the latter class, however unsuited to 
a synagogue trust, are, strangely enough, found in practice to be 
the veriest martinets in exacting strictness of discipline; and 
even, if otherwise, thee functions are exclusively administrative, 
on religious points ;—but with the soi disant “* British Jews” the 
“individual member,” (I wish it was no more than an indi- 
vidual, who makes light of the scheme of tradition,) may be, or 
have been, the ostensible leader,—or the public champion,—or, 
still worse, the legislator at a lay board upon what shall constitute 
the religious obligations of the mass! The very hard words 
which the ‘‘ Review” applies to the order and manner in which 
the authorities repudiated the Secession principles and pro- 
ceedings, it is not my business to deal with :— it is one thing 
offciously to vindicate the infallibility of a governing body, 
and another to uphold its decision for the sake of law and order, 
especially when that decision must be virtually and essentially 
the right one,as applied to contumacy and misrule ; though I may 
have wished the thing done otherwise, or, still rather, that it had 
been so set about as to have proved unnecessary to be done at 


~ all.—But, while on this subject, it is impossible to pass by with- 


out censure, the unwarranted attempt to produce the belief, that 
the formal admonition and repudiation of the authorities were 
isregarded by duly constituted 
bodies. Whenever the Reviewers shall meee again, (every 
temperate disquisition of theirs narrows the breach,) they will, 
besides having to abandon their phantom victories, have to un- 
say some Of their groundless allegations of ‘‘ vehement censure” 
and the like. Icannot but declare my astonishment, that a 
false statement of this kind, (that one of these documents 
was burnt in Portsmouth!) supposed to have originated in the 
“zeal” of one of the Seceders, should have been permitted to 


travel, under various forms, through the English journals, and 


into the Jewish papers of Germany and France, without a 
ng attempt to renounce the undue advantages so ac- 
quired. 

I copy the following passages with much pleasure :— 

‘* Though it has been shown, that there is among us no body 
of Israelites whose principal of faith is the rejection of the 
Oral Law, still is this question of the Divine origin of the 
tradition of great interest; and it may acquire a high import- 
ance, not from what has been done by the British Jews (since 

“y have nowhere denied the tradition), but from the violence 
of their opponents, who, under the watchword of the tradition, 
have pretty sensibly disturbed our community from its 
propriety, 

“ There are many disputes pending among the learned, as 
to the share the Divine tradition has in the bulk of our 
rabbinical laws ; but the principle of the existence of a’ divine 
tradition 1s acquiesced in on faith. As the province of faith is 
quite distinct from that of reason, one may find it easy to 
accord belief toa proposition on faith, though no argument 

dressed to reason could prove convincing. So let it be with 
the tradition! Faith may be said to prescribe the belief 


Pe the Divine character of the system, and the dictate of 
salve ht to be bowed to in obedience. ‘ One of Them- 


Owever, discards the assistance of faith, and sup- 
porta. by a series of arguments, on which the understanding 
one 18 to decide, he attempts to enforce the recognition of 
€ Talmudic traditions by the aid of reason alone. As far 
a8 we can perceive, he has failed; and as we shall state our 
reasons for saying so at length, it will be for the reader to 
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judge whether ‘One of Themselves’ has really made out a 
case for the divinity of the Talmud; or whether, his argu- 
ments being refuted, he must collect fresh artillery from the 
arsenal of reason, or, finally, relinquish altogether fighting, 
with the insufficient weapons of the understanding, the battle of 
the tradition, which rests its strength on faith alone.” 

The first passage of this extract is of importance, and the 
whole may go far towards destroying the essential elements 
of the schism. As to the Divine beatician: I am content, that 
it shall not be needful to prove its actual existence by reason. 
Faith suffices me ; and now that the Reviewers avow their faith, 
it is scarcely necessary to defend the pamphlet which they 
review, from the untenable charge of mente discarded the 
assistance of faith. Surely, so captious a spirit might accuse 
of discarding faith, /aimonides, and every other theological 
writer, who has written to prove that Divine ordinances are 
founded on reason. The last sentence shows, as I said before, 
that the succeeding pages are not written to “‘ consider calmly” 
but to‘ refute :’—my principal object is to reconcile, not to 
enter the arena occupied by intellectual gladiators, even were 
I armed for such * fighting.” It is fair to admit that the 
reviewers exhibit great force, but still more adroitness, inas- 
much as they now and then assign to their opponent a strained 
position: tactics, which, if fair strategy in a contest for mere 
victory, are not to be relied upon as a means of discovering 
with whom is the right. ‘* The days of chivalry are passed,” 
and so it is with such combats, which may prove which party 
has the greater skill and stamina, but are no longer the ordeal 
for establishing—truth. 

In turning over the succeeding pages of the review, I am 
somewhat amused to detect occasionally the tactics, which 
make an adversary appear to say what he did not mean to do, 
and then demolish the false position so assigned him. I may 
not assert that this occurs throughout, for I confess (being an 
“‘ untalmudic enquirer,’’) that the man who has ‘‘ the last word” 
upon such subjects, often manages to appear to prevail over 
his opponent; but of this I am quite certain, that neither 
I, nor such as I, can constitute a fitting tribunal to ‘ decide 
where doctors disagree ;”” and that men may even indite very 
smart pamphlets, and yet be less competent religious guides 
than others, whose training has been suitable, whose habite of 
life render them dispassionate arbiters, and whose attainments 
and other characteristics. entitle them to be looked up to as 
monitors and authorities. I can fancy the piquant sarcasm of 
some writer in the ‘‘ Review,” levelled against the association 
of a handful of laymen, who, although “ their words will pass 
on change,” cannot, (it is said) even read the code which they 
thought to overrule, on certain evidence which they ought to 
have received with the greatest suspicion. 

Well, happily, matters are now assuming a healthier aspect ; 
here are our honest friends protesting that they ave faith in © 
a Divine tradition—so much for principles. And as to practice, 
I hear that thetx leaders are, in some matters, to be found more 
consistently obedient to Rabbinical requirement, than are 
some who ‘‘ hold seats and honors in stabilitarian synagogues ;:” 
verb sat.—In closing this notice, having begun at the beginning 
I must finish with the end, without desiring to open any of the 
moot points, more fitly the domain of the learned, Their last 
words appear so diametrically opposed to the spirit of the 
extracts | have given, that I must courteously remind which- 
ever of the Reviewers, it is, who winds up the pamphlet, that the 
Karaites for whom he claims the title of ** strict and honored 
followers of the Law of Moses,’ cannot and have not done 
without tradition, though they reject that of the Talmud; and 
moreover, that their strict rendering, does confine them to 
their especial pip on the sabbath,—does dispense (in Russia !) 
with fire or candles on the sabbath,—and does secure their 
observance of —_ other of the Uiteral requirements of the 
scriptural text, inc uding, for aught I know, a refusal of any 
increase or profit soever in dealing with Jews ; the cancelling of 
debts every seven years; the compulsory marriage of a sister-in- 
law ; and other like obligations, which a Scripturalist, exclusively, 
cannot honestly evade. And now, having discovered how 
possible it is that the Secession is likely to end in Jetrocession, 
(I believe that the main body of Israel is also on the broad 
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way of health ession,) and, looking to the future with 
hope, I say to with the Psalmist, 
walls, and tranquillity in thy towers; for the sake of the house 
of the Eternal our God.” JACOB. 


THE JEWS OF HONAN (CHINA). 
(We are indebted to a correspondent for these extracts.) 


‘The Jews are supposed to have established themselves in the 
province of Honan at an early period. Mr. Morrison learned 
that at Kai-fung foo there were a few families of them distin- 
guished by the name of the ‘ sect which plucks out the sinews 
of the meat.’ The Jews of London had written a letter in the 
Hebrew language, which was forwarded to them from Canton, 
the year previous to the Embassy, by a native of Honan. The 
travelling bookseller (for such was his occupation) said, on his 
return, that he found a person at Kai-fung-foo who perfectly 
understood the contents of the letter,* and assured him that he 
would procure the answer to it in a few days, but the troubles 
of the times, and the rumours of a rebellion, made the itinerant 
so apprehensive of his own safety, that he left Honan before he 
received it.” 

( Journal of the proceedings of the late Embassy to China, by 
Henry Exuis, London, 1817. | 


JEWISH SOLDIERS IN THE BOMBAY ARMY. 


‘The Jews have always been favorite soldiers in this army, 
and great numbers of them attain the rank of commissioned 
officers. An experienced officer in the Bombay army observes, 
‘The Jews are clean, obedient, and good soldiers—make ex- 
cellent non-commissioned and commissioned officers until they 
arrive at an advanced age.’ ”’ 

Origin and state of the Indian Army, by Captain WIL- 
Liams, of the Bengal Army, London, 1817. | 

To this we may add, that the Jews have, at all times, as soldiers, 
enjoyed a good reputation. Setting aside the wars which they 
carried on as a nation, in which they frequently manifested a 
spirit of prowess very seldom parallelled and never exceeded, 
(for instance, the wars of the Maccabees, and at the destruction of 


_ the temple by the Romans), we refer to the campaigns of Alex- 


ander the Great, and of the Egyptian Ptolemies, in which Jewish 
troops fought with distinction. It was not until the infamous decrees 
of the fanatical emperors of Constantinople, which degraded the 
Jews to the lowest ebb, and formally excluded them from 
military service (Code Just. i. lit. ix. 1. 18.), that the warlike 
courage of the Jews began to decline. That the cowardice with 
which Jews have, in modern times, been reproached, was rather 
enforced than innate, is shown by the behaviour of those who 
have once more taken service. To ive a few out of many in- 
stances, we allude to the Jews who, in 1796, formed a volunteer 
corps under the heroic but unfortunate Kosciusko, (in defence of 
the liberty of Poland against Russia,) and to the Jewish soldiers 
in the citadel of Antwerp under Chassé. ] 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. | 
Friday 28th October, 24th Cheshvan. Sabbath com, 40’clock. 


Sabbath 29th a 25th ,, portion for the week pnw »n 
Mond. 3lst 27th ,, Fast of 

Wed. 2ndNovember 29th ,, won wR 

Thursd. 3rd » 80th ,, PIN 

Friday 4th lst Kislev,, ,, 23 
Sabbath 5th 2nd ,, portion for the week nytdin 


“NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


M. M. of Ware, is thanked for his communication, which will 
be turned to useful account at some future period. 

Ben Israeli politely points out an accidental error in an arti- 
cle in our last having been written for 
quoted from Esther, chap. iii. ver. 8. 


* Did the London Jews really write such a letter? We shall 


feel 
obliged for information on this point.—Eb. | 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


.quoted or referred to, will serve his tae 


Dr. Loewe obliges us with a German extract, alluding to 


‘1° | another artistical invention by Jews;—a peculiar method of 
‘‘ Let there be peace within thy | sculpture, by Gebruder Henschel. 


Selections from the Old Testament.—An enquirer may o} 
tain the book (reviewed in No. 30.), at Mr. Magnus’s, 197 
Fenchurch St. 

discourse unwarrantably interrupted.”"—In deference 
to those most interested, and whose feelings might only be 
further outraged by additional publicity,—the animadversion of 


Subscriber’ is withheld. 


‘y ’ "2—We are sorry to be unable to use this well written 
epigram, it is too pungent against a class of men entitled to oyr 
reverence, 7 

Amicus’s remarks would only prolong a controversy which 
must be foreign to a paper devoted to Jewish objects. If he 
inguire for information only, the books we have occasionally 


The communications of D. P., J.R M. J., and a Liver. 
pool correspondent, are received with thanks, 


Marriace.—Married, on the 12th inst., by the Rev. Mr. 
Barnett, Mr. Julius Henry Fiedler, to Caroline, eldest daugh- 
ter of Mr. A. Solomons, Claremont Terrace, Pentonville. 


EWS’ FREE SCHOOL, Bell Lane, Spitalfields, for the 


education of 600 boys and 300 girls. The President and Committee of the 
Jews’ Free School, have the pleasure of acquainting the subscribers to that 
institution, and the public, that the very important and extensive repairs to the 
buildings having been completed, all their Schools are now re-opened, and in ful! 
operation, 

Whilst the Committee invite visitors to inspect the establishment, and to con. 
vince themselves of its value, they earnestly call the attention of all to the very 
heavy outlay which has been necessarily incurred for repairs, and which has 
reduced the funds of the charity to a very low state; and they hope to receive 
contributions towards their expenses, which were altogether unavoidable, as the 
buildings had not undergone any complete repair since the ereetion of them in the 
year 1820. Donations towards defraying the expenses iucurred, will be thank. 
fully received by the Treasurer, Isaac Cohen, Esq., 59, Threadneedle Street. 


INIATURE PAINTING.—Miss Daniel, (from Oxford 


Street,) begs to announce to her friends and the public, that she receives 


I 


sittings daily, between the hours of Eleven and Three; at No. 55, Church Street, 
Minories, The likeness warranted, at the following prices :—On Card, from 5s., 
On Ivory, from 12s., upwards.—N.B. Private sittings taken if required, on 


application by letter, post paid. 


Published This Day, Price One Shilling and Sixpence. 
HE ORAL LAW and Its Defenders. A Review, By a 


Scripturalist. London :—Sherwood, Gilbert and Piper, Paternoster Row. 


| 
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S THE ORAL LAW OF DIVINE ORIGIN AND 
THEREFORE BINDING UPON THE JEWS? By One of themselves, 


By discussion truth is elicited.’’— Rabbinical Proverb. 
(Second Edition,) Price Two Shillings. 


** The above Inquiry will be regarded as seasonable, particularly at a time when 
this question is greatly discussed among the Jews of Great Britain; when, owing 
to the difference of opinion on this subject, many highly respectable Jews have 
been declared beyond the pale of Judaism ; and at a time, also, when controversy 
of a similar character, concerning the value and authority of tradition, is dividing 
the Christian Churches of Great Britain.’’—X tract from the Morning Post 

Printed and Sold by John Wertheimer and Co., Circus Place, Finsbury Circus, 
Sold also by B. Steill, Paternoster Row; D. Nutt, 158, Fleet Street; Reynolds, 
Church Row, Aldgate ; Magnus, 127, Fenchurch Street. 


HE GERMAN LANGUAGE.—Dr. 4. Benisch, in addi- 


| tion to his public lessons, proposes to form Evening Classes, for instruction 
in the German language and its literature. The class for beginners will meet for 
one hour twice a week; terms One Guinea per Quarter. The class for German 
conversation, the reading of German classics, composition, &c., will meet once 4 
week for two hours; this class will not exceed twelve pupils; terms One Guines 
for twelve meetings. Early applications are requested to be made between four 
and six o’Clock, at Dr. B.’s Rooms, No. 2, Jeffrey’s Square, St. Mary Axe. 


“A SITUATION IS WANTED fora female of the Jews’ 


Orphan Asylum, who is of good temper, and clever at the needle. Apply 
to the master at the Asylum, 69, Leman Street, Goodman’s Fields. 


Tgrms or Susscription—for delivery free within the range 
of the penny post,—10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Stre1i1, Paternoster Row; and may be 
had of the Printer; of Reynoups, Church Row, Aldgate; of Barts, 

; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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